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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Hall, 

Beaconsfield, 

Bucks, 

September,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Beaconsfield  Urban  District  Council, 

Madam  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1951. 

It  is  a pleasant  duty  to  report  that  during  this  year  there 
has  not  been  a single  case  of  diphtheria  notified  to  me,  thus 
making  1951  the  seventh  year  in  succession  since  the  last 
case  was  notified.  This  record  is  one  of  which  any  district 
might  well  be  proud,  but  at  the  same  time  I think  it  is 
opportune  to  issue  a word  of  warning.  This  pride  should  be 
tempered  with  the  knowledge  that  the  elimination  of  diph- 
theria is  conditional  upon  an  adequate  level  of  immunization 
in  the  child  population.  For  this  purpose  it  is  essential  to 
secure  that  not  less  than  75%  of  babies  are  immunized  before 
their  first  birthday.  The  successful  results  of  the  campaign 
against  diphtheria  over  the  past  ten  years  have,  I am  afraid, 
lulled  many  mothers  into  a sense  of  false  security. 

From  the  infectious  diseases  point  of  view,  1951  was  what 
is  sometimes  loosely  termed  ''a  measles  year'';  that  is  to 
say  the  number  of  notifications  showed  such  a marked  in- 
crease over  the  previous  year  that  the  biennial  epidemic 
feature  of  the  disease  followed  the  pattern  usually  expected 
of  it.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  Tables  on  page  12  of  this 
Report.  They  show  that  the  number  of  notifications  in  1951 
was  184;  in  1950,  95;  1949,  172;  1948,  71;  1947,  70;  1946,  25. 
In  addition  to  showing  the  increasing  number  of  notifications 
the  Tables  also  show  that  children  in  the  under  5 age-group 
were  most  affected. 

This  year  the  Council  has  devoted  a good  deal  of  attention 
to  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  problems  in  its  area.  Un- 
fortunately the  remarkable  rainfall  in  1951  had  serious  con- 
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I sequences  for  the  Council.  The  year  was  reputed  to  be  the 
wettest  since  1912,  and  this  gave  rise  to  such  an  excess  of 
1 surface  water  that  the  agricultural  land  adjoining  the  Coun- 
’cihs  sewage  works  was  flooded,  and  construction  work  on 
the  Penington  Road  sewer  extensions  became  for  the  time 
being  dangerous.  The  relevance  of  these  matters  in  this 
Report  arises  from  the  fact  that  they  comprise  environmental 
factors  which  indirectly  affect  the  public  health  of  the  district. 

It  is  once  again  my  pleasing  duty  to  thank  my  colleagues, 
and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  active  co-operation 
during  the  year,  and  more  especially  Mr.  Crosby,  the 
Councirs  Surveyor,  Engineer  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his 
assistance  throughout  the  year.  Finally,  Madam  Chairman 
and  Councillors,  may  I thank  you  for  your  kindly  assistance 
during  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.^  EVANS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 
1.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Area  (acres)  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,314 

Number  of  inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  2,239 

Rateable  Value  of  Area £86,850 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £350 

2.  Population 

The  Registrar  General's  population  figure  is  ...  7,949 


Beaconsfield  is  situated  about  25  miles  west  of  London. 
It  has  its  ‘ ' old-town  ' ' whose  red  brick  houses  flank 
its  broad  High  Street,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  to  the  North  East,  is  the  new-town,"  built  around 
the  more  recent  Railway  Station. 

Beaconsfield  stands  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  South- 
easterly spurs  of  the  Chiltern  Hills:  its  subsoil  is  mainly 
gravel. 

Its  proximity  to  London  brings  Beaconsfield  increas- 
ingly within  the  influence  of  the  metropolis.  Both  ‘‘  the 
old  " and  the  new  " towns  are  increasingly  becoming 
London  dormitory  areas,  and  there  is  little  reason  to 
believe  that  this  tendency  will  halt  within  the  foreseeable 
future. 

The  ‘‘  new  town  " has  been  very  fortunate  in  its  early 
planning  in  that  its  density  of  population  is  low,  and  it 
has  attracted  a large  high-class  population.  Light  in- 
dustries have,  however,  infiltrated  here  and  there,  but 
they  have  been  gentle  in  their  intrusion. 
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3.  Births,  Infant  and  Maternal  Mortality 
Births 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  14.8 

Birth  Rate — England  and  Wales  15.5 


(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

58 

54 

112 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

(6)  Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  births 

8.1 

(c)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

NIL 

{d)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  . 

Males 

Females 

4 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

ie)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  . 

3 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality:  All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  33.9 
England  and  Wales  per  1,000  related  births  ...  29.6 


Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  11.1 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.6 


COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAM  (Urban  Districts  only) 
POPULATIONS,  BIRTH  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 
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Neo-Natal 
Mortality' 
Rate  per 
1,000  births 

05  lb  co'  r-I  1 CD  1 CD  cb  px' 

<N(N(rOCO(M  1— 

19.3 

1 

Infant 
Mort.  Rate 
per  1,000 
births 

CDa5'rpoq<M_  lO^COiD'^'^CN 

o cb  o 1 CD  d cb  cb  cb  lb 

rpCDCOiDCN 

26.4 

29.6 

Phthisis 
Death 
Rate  per 
1,000 

0.19 

0.13 

0.09 

0.09 

0.43 

0.24 

0.07 

0.15 

910 

0.31 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

cDa5[>c^_Tp^a5C<|qa5C^cD 

05  d d cb  cb  c4  cb  cb  GO  cb  d 

10.3 

12.5 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

oooqcDPxqcoqqoOTpoq^ 
cb  ^ cb  00  lb  d lb  cb  lb 

15.2 

15.5 

Reg.  Gen. 
Estimated 
Population 
1951 

005l>ir50CD05  00CDOOO 
cotp(mo^i>io)CDu:5coo50 

UO  05  05  q^  CD_^  <N  CO  co__ 

d'  p>  d r-T  Tt  co"  CD*"  cd”  co’'  i-T 

CN  t-h  CD  ^ 

194,600 

1 

URBAN 

Aylesbury 

Beaconsfield 

Bletchley 

Buckingham.  . 

Chesham 

Eton  . . 

Linslade 

Marlow 

Newport  Pagnell 

Slough 

Wolverton  . . 

Wycombe 

TOTAL  URBAN  . . 

ENGLAND  & WALES  . . 

DEATHS 


Disease  Males  Females  Totck 

1.  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 — j 

2.  Cancer 


{a)  Stomach : IF 

(6)  Lung,  bronchus:  6M;  IF 

(c)  Breast:  3F 

{d)  Uterus:  2F 

{e)  Other:  3M;  2F 


3.  Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

4.  Heart  Disease 


1 


9 


9 

3 


(а)  Coronary  disease: 
angina : 

(б)  Hypertension: 

(c)  Other: 


7M;  6F  3 
2M;  2F  16 
7M:  8F  J 


5.  Influenza 

6.  Pneumonia 
■7.  Bronchitis 

8.  Nephritis 

9.  Prostatic  enlargement  .. 

10.  Other  ill-defined  diseases 

11.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

12.  Suicide  


4 

1 

3 

1 

4 
1 


16 

■ 1 
2 

2 

4 

2 


3; 


40  39  7 


B HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
1.  Hospital 'Services 

There  is  no  general  hospital  in  Beaconsfield,  but  it  h: 
three  Nursing  Homes  registered  by  the  Bucks  County  Counci 
St.  Joseph’s  Nursing  Home,  Candelmas  Lane  was  excludt 
from  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Services  A^, 
1946,  by  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 
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! Beaconsfield  is  just  within  the  area  of  the  North-West 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  might  almost  be 
liescribed  as  a fringe  area — it  is  the  most  northerly  of  the 
our  Bucks  Local  Authority  areas,  namely  Eton  Urban,  Eton 
i^ural  and  Slough  Borough — to  be  included  in  this  Region, 
ts  boundaries  flank  those  of  the  adjoining  Oxford  Regional 
flospital  Board,  and  Beaconsfield,  in  the  matter  of  Hospital 
services,  looks  toward  High  Wycombe  in  the  Oxford  Regional 
[hospital  Area  and  not  to  Slough  or  Windsor  situated  in  the 
i^orth-West  Metropolitan  Hospital  Region. 

I.  Laboratory  Services 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  organised  and 
.dministered  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Minis- 
ry  of  Health  since  1939,  continues  to  be  administered  on  a 
)eace-time  basis  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  an 
uitial  period  of  five  years  after  the  appointed  day  of  the 
National  Health  Service^ Act,  1946. 

The  Service  is  concerned  with  Bacteriology  and  Epidemi- 
logy  in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of 
nfectious  Disease. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situate  ‘at  Walton 
street,  Oxford,  and,  in  general,  undertakes,  free  of  charge, 
he  bacteriological  examination  of  such  specimens  as  sputum, 
iiose  and  throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc. 

The  chemical  examination  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  is 
ndertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough 
'ouncil. 

, Because  it  is  more  readily  accessible,  a good  deal  of  use 
i also  made  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
mton,  under  Colonel  Walker.  The  Bacteriological  examina- 
ion  of  water  and  ice-cream  samples  is  usually  carried  out  at 
his  laboratory. 

. Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  following  Nurse  Midwives  practised  in  the  town  during 
he  year  1951 : — 

Miss  G.  Urquhart,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Miss  O.  Rayner,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Their  address  is  Nurses  Home,  Candlemas  Mead,  Beacons- 
eld. 
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In  addition  to  attending  cases  in  their  homes,  the  nurses 
gave  their  services  to  the  monthly  Welfare  Clinics  held  at 
the  Old  Rectory. 


4,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

There  were  no  cases  in  this  district  during  the  year  which 
necessitated  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act. 

On  the  1st  September,  1951,  The  National  Assistance 
(Amendment)  Act,  1951,  came  into  operation.  This  Act 
extended  the  powers  available  to  Local  Authorities  under 
Section  47  of  ^he  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  for  securing 
the  removal  to  hospital,  or  other  appropriate  place,  of  per-j 
sons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  which  they  were  unablelj 
to  give  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  people. 
This  Amending  Act  provides  a more  expeditious  procedure 
for  obtaining  an  Order  in  cases  where  the  Medical  Officer 
Health  and  another  registered  medical  practitioner  certify 
that  in  their  opinion  it  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
person  concerned  that  he  should  be  removed  without  delay.: 


C.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

1.  Incidence . of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  including 
Tuberculosis 

The  following  were  notified  during  the  year: 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  185  Cases 

Whooping  Cough 5 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 ,, 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 ,, 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  13  ,, 


! Reference  has  already  been  made  in  the  introductory 
remarks  not  only  to  the  high  incidence  of  measles,  but  also 
ito  the  biennial  epidemic  periodicity  of  the  disease  (Page  12). 
The  absence  of  any  notfications  of  poliomyelitis,  pneumonia 
iand  food-poisoning  is  also  worthy  of  notice. 

Of  the  13  cases  of  Tuberculosis  2 were  non-pulmonary, 
3 were  transferred  from  other  areas,  and  the  remaining  8 
were  pulmonary.  The  2 non-pulmonary  cases  were:  1 male, 
age  55  with  Tuberculosis  of  the  spine  and  1 female,  age 
l45  notified  as  Tuberculosis  of  kidneys  and  bladder.  The  3 
transferred  cases  were:  1 male,  age  20,  T.B.  spine;  1 female, 
age  12,  cervical  glands;  1 female,  age  24,  Tuberculosis  sal- 
pingitis. The  8 pulmonary  cases  consisted  of  3 females  ages 
34,  48  and  56  and  the  5 males  were  17,  54,  59  and  2 of  60 
years  of  age  respectively. 

It  is  at  present  possible  to  tabulate  these  cases  as  set  out 
above  because  the  details  are  recorded  in  a Register  kept 
for  this  purpose.  When  patients  notified  as  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  move  from  one  area  to  another,  their  notification 
is  transferred  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  new 
area.  This  was  done  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1930,  but  these  have  now  been  replaced  by  the 
new  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May,  1952.  Under  the  1952 
(Regulations  the  requirement  to  notify  a case  of  Tuberculosis 
:o  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a Sanitary  Authority  is 
:ontinued.  There  is,  however,  an  important  change:  the 
old  duty  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  keep  a Register 
of  cases,  record  changes,  allow  inspection  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  send  in  weekly  returns  has 
Deen  dropped.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is,  however, 
urged  to  keep  a Register,  but  this  requirement  is  no  longer 
|i  duty.  In  future  it  may  not  be  possible  to  set  out  fully  the 
details  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  any  area,  because  the  trans- 
|:erred  cases  are  not  known. 


MEASLES 
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D.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
II.  Water  Supply 

I Two  Statutory  Water  Undertakings  serve  the  district,  viz: 
[the  Amersham  and  Beaconsfield  Water  Company  which, 
[during  the  year  was  taken  over  by  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and  the  Marlow  Water 
Company.  The  former  serves  the  main  body  of  the  town 
and  the  latter  serves  Holtspur  and  district. 

I There  is  a piped  water  supply  serving  the  whole  of  the 
district;  there  are  no  drinking  water  wells  in  use.  Several 
j samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
land  chemical  analysis.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  area 
, the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity; 
jit  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

I 

SAMPLES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES  COLLECTED 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Name  of  Water 
Undertaking 

Samples  for  Bacterio- 
logical Examination 

Samples  for 
Chemical  Analysis 

Rickmansworth 

and 

Uxbridge  Valley 

Date 

Result 

Date 

Result 

11/6/51 

10/10/51 

Satisfactory 
Satisfactory  , 

11/6/51 

10/10/51 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Marlow  and 
District 

14/8/51 

12/12/51 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

14/8/51 

12/12/51 

Satisfactory 

Satisfg^ctory 

Specimen  Copies  of  the  Analyses  are  to  be  found  in  Appendices. 


2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

A good  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  problems  of 
i sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  during  the  year.  An  extension 
I of  the  Trunk  Sewers  in  Penington  Road  has  been  constructed; 
I a new  filter  bed  is  being  constructed  at  Holtspur  Sewage 
1 Works,  whilst  the  Hedgerley  Sewage  Works  have  been  over- 
i worked  because  of  the  large  amount  of  surface  water  which 
i runs  into  the  outfall  sewer. 

, The  work  on  Penington  Road  sewer  extensions  was  com- 
menced on  10th  January,  1951,  and,  despite  difficulties  which 
were  encountered  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  works,  the  con- 
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struction  was  satisfactorily  completed  on  12th  June,  1951; 

At  Holtspur  Sewage  Works  the  excessive  rainfall  gave  rise 
to  flooding  owing  to  the  greatly  increased  amount  of  water 
delivered  both  by  way  of  the  foul  sewer  and  the  surface 
water  sewer.  The  Council  is  considering  the  purchase  of 
further  land  adjoining  the  Sewage  Works. 

At  the  same  time  and  for  the  same  reason  the  Hedgerley 
Lane  Sewage  Works  were  overworked  because  of  the  large 
amount  of  surface  water  which  runs  into  the  outfall  sewer. 
The  excess  of  surface  water  was  at  one  time  so  great  that  it 
flowed  over  the  road  causing  a serious  subsidence  which 
threatened  the  road  to  HillmotCs  Farm. 

3.  Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage. 

During  the  year  the  use  of  the  Council's  Refuse  Disposal 
Site  at  Beaconsfield  Common  Lane  was  discontinued  and  a 
new  site  at  Hare-Hatch  Lane  for  this  purpose  was  secured. 

The  Salvage  returns  for  the  year  1951  are  as  follows:  — 
Weight.  Value. 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1. 

Waste  Paper 

139 

13 

2 

0 

1,791 

6 

1 

2. 

Rags 

2 

1 

0 

0 

92 

15 

0 

3. 

Lead 

0 

3 

2 

0 

13 

10 

0 

4. 

Brass 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

5. 

Copper 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6. 

Scrap  Iron 

1 

15 

0 

0 

6 

5 

0 

143 

.15 

0 

0 

£1,912 

16 

7 

CESSPOOLS 

Number  of  Cesspools  emptied  in  district  ...  579 

Number  of  Cesspools  emptied  out  of  district  22 

Loads  Disposed  of ...  ...  1,389 

Refuse  Bins  emptied  113,041 

Loads  to  shoot  ...  ...  ...  ...  864 

4.  Post-war  Housing 


The  Council  now  owns  a total  number  of  488  units  of 
Housing  Accommodation,  all  of  which  are  of  a permanent 
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nature  except  the  40  temporary  bungalows  erected  in  Holt- 
spur  Way  as  an  emergency  measure  during  the  war. 

Of  the  448  permanent  units,  224  were  constructed  before 
the  1939-45  war,  and  the  remaining  224  have  been  erected 
since. 

The  type  of  accommodation  provided  is  varied,  and  the 
following  numbers  of  the  various  types  show  that  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  meet  the  wide  range  of  housing  need : — 


3 Bedroom  (Parlour)  Type  Houses 

20  — Candlemas  Mead 20 

3 Bedroom  (Non-Parlour)  Type  Houses 

60  — Candlemas  Mead  ...  ...  ...  60 

28  — Garvin  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  28 

20  — Chesterton  Green 20 

26  — Maxwell  Road  ...  ...  ...  26 

4 — Ronald  Road  ...  ...  ...  4 

4 Bedroom  (Parlour)  Type  Houses 

4 — Garvin  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bungalows 

6 — Malthouse  Square  (O.A.P.s)  ...  6 

2 — Garvin  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  2 

Flats 

24  — Stanmeadow  ...  ...  ...  24 

2 — Garvin  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  2 

2 Bedroom(Non-Parlour)  Type  Houses 

16  — Orchard  Road  16 

12  — Garvin  Avenue  ...  ...  ...  12 
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E.  SANITARY  INSPECTION 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  was 
of  a general  and  routine  character.  The  reception  given  to 
the  new  bye-laws  relating  to  Food  Premises  was  on  the 
whole  good,  and  the  trades  effected  have,  in  the  main, 
been  co-operative.  Prominent  in  the  routine  work  of  the 
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Department  was  the  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Public 
Health  and  the  Housing  Acts.  There  remains  a steady 
demand  for  housing  accommodation  to  be  provided  by  the 
Council,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  hard-core  of  appli- 
cations on  grounds  of  gross  overcrowding  or  unsuitable  or 
insanitary  housing  accommodation  has  been  dealt  with. 

1.  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits 

1.  Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  . 

Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

2.  Number  of  Houses  re-visited  under  Public 

Health  Acts  47 

3.  Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  2 

4.  Number  of  Houses  re-visited  under  Housing  Acts  2 

5.  Number  of  Houses  inspected  for  vermin  ...  ...  5 

(Rooms  disinfected)  3 

6.  Visits  where  infectious  disease  had  occurred  ...  4 

7.  Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

8.  Visits  in  connection  with  drainage  ...  ...  5 

9.  Visits  in  connection  with  water  supply  ...  ...  8 

10.  Visits  to  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

11.  Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

2.  Abatement  of  Nuisances 

On  the  31st  December,  1950,  there  were  four  Informal 
Notices  outstanding.  During  the  year  the  following  nuisances 
were  reported:  Dampness  (3);  Nuisance  arising  from  smoke 
(2);  Defective  roof  surface  (4);  Chimney  stacks  (2);  Broken 
chimney  pot  (1);  Defective  guttering  (5);  Kitchen  range  and 
Fireplaces  (3);  Defective  plasterwork  (3);  Dustbins  (3);  Mis- 
cellaneous (4).  The  majority  of  these  were  remedied  during 
the  year,  requiring  the  service  of  9 Informal  Notices.  Two 
Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year. 

3.  Housing 

I-  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

(6)  Number  of  Inspections  for  the  purpose  ...  86 
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II.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  NIL 

III.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  7 

IV.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  a Statutory  Notice  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  Defective  dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  7 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Housing  Act,  1936 : Overcrowding : — 

{a)  Number  of  dwellings  for  overcrowding  re- 
lieved during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

ip)  Number  of  families  living  therein  ...  ...  7 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  30 

All  cases  of  overcrowding  on  the  Housing  Officer's  list  of 
applications  for  Council  Houses. 

4.  Rodent  Control 

At  present  there  is  one  part-time  Rodent  Operative  working 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Rodent  Officer. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  came  into  force  on 
the  31st  March,  1950,  and  requires  the  Council  to  submit  an 
annual  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
The  following  figures  are  an  abstract  from  Form  PDR/2. 

a.  Type  and  Estimated  Total  Number  of  Premises 


Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dwelling-houses  ...  ....  ...  2,258 

Agricultural  Property  ...  ...  ...  17 

Business  and  Industrial  Premises  ...  164 


2,447 
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b.  Classification  of  Infestations 


Major 
Minor 
Mice  only 


7 

84 

5 


c.  Notices  Served 

Under  Section  4 7 

Number  of  ''Block’'  control  schemes 


carried  out 


3 


Proceedings  under  Sections  3,  4,  5,  8,  9 

and  22  NIL 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  connection  with  rodent  control 
that  in  recent  years  an  adjoining  local  authority  has  sought 
powers  to  include  the  edible  dormouse  (Glis-glis)  among  the 
category  of  pests.  It  appears  that  the  glis-glis  was  introduced 
into  Great  Britain  some  fifty  years  ago  and  has  spread  over 
some  100  square  miles  of  Buckinghamshire  and  Hertfordshire, 
and  it  seems  that  there  have  been  reports  of  its  presence  in 
other  countries.  The  following  description  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  deserves  wider  circulation  to 
assist  in  early  recognition. 

"This  animal  has  a body  up  to  7^  ins.  long,  thick  soft 
fur  and  a bushy  tail.  It  is  perhaps  best  described  to  the 
layman  as  resembling  a large  mouse  with  the  tail  and  fur 
of  a squirrel.  It  does  not  assume  the  characteristic  posture 
of  the  squirrel  of  sitting  upright  on  its  haunches,  but  crouches 
flat  on  all  fours  like  the  mouse. 

It  has  been  found  in  woods  in  summer,  when  it  breeds, 
and  usually  nests  in  trees.  It  is  believed  to  exist  in  a state 
of  semi-hibernation  from  about  November  until  April  and 
from  then  on  it  may  invade  houses  where  it  usually  settles 
down  in  the  loft,  feeding  often  on  stored  apples." 


19 


F INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  Milk 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  [Special  Designation)  [Raw  Milk)  Regulations , 1949. 
Milk  [Special  Designation)  [Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  above  regulations, 
Local  Authorities  were  relieved  of  their  duties  in  regard  to 
Milk  production  which  passed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  Since  then  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  have 
been  mainly  concerned  with  milk  distribution,  its  handling 
and  treatment  at  premises  other  than  dairy  farms.  Under 
Article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  new 
powers  were  invested  in  Medical  Officers  of  Health  with 
regard  to  Infected  Milk. 

The  Regulations  empower  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
if  he  has  evidence  which  satisfies  him  that  any  person  is 
suffering  from  a disease  caused  by  the  consumption  of  milk, 
or  that  milk  is  infected  with  any  disease  communicable  to 
man,  to  prohibit  by  notice  the  sale  of  the  milk,  or  alterna- 
tively to  require  its  heat  treatment  before  sale.  If  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  reasonable  grounds  for  belief 
that  a person  is  so  suffering,  or  that  milk  is  so  infected,  he 
may  require  the  heat  treatment  of  the  milk  before  sale. 
These  notices  are  used  mainly  when  milk  is  found  to  be 
infected  with  Brucella  abortus — the  organism  which  gives 
rise  to  ''slipped  calves''  in  cows — and  Tuberculosis. 

To  ensure  that  infected  milk  is  not  sold  for  human  con- 
sumption, there  is  close  co-operation  between  the  local 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  local  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and 
the  appropriate  department  of  the  Bucks  County  Council 
who,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  take  samples  of  milk 
for  investigation. 

One  such  sample  of  milk  showed  that  the  milk  was  infected 
with  Tuberculosis.  The  milk  was  subject  to  heat  treatment 
before  being  sold  to  the  public  and  was,  therefore,  regarded 
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as  safe  for  human  consumption.  The  local  Divisional  In- 
spector of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  took 
eighteen  samples  from  the  herd  and  the  source  of  infection 
was  traced  to  a Freisian  cow  which  was  slaughtered  under 
the  requirements  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938. 

In  this  connection  it  is  worth  noting  that  whilst  the  public 
is  safeguarded  against  infection  by  adequate  heat  treatment 
of  milk  prior  to  sale,  members  of  the  farmers'  families  them- 
selves who  are  supplied  direct  from  the  dairy  were  not  neces- 
sarily so  protected.  Upon  inquiring  in  this  case  as  to  what 
milk  was  being  fed  to  the  farmer's  infant  grandchild  the 
answer  given  was  ' ' Dried  Milk  ' ' obtained  from  a neigh- 
bouring town.  I mention  this  because  this  was  the  second 
year  in  succession  that  this  has  happened  at  this  same  farm. 

The  increasing  attention  given  to  the  supply  of  safe 
milk  is  worthy  of  note.  Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk, 
Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  Section  19,  the 
Minister  of  Food  may  by  Order  specify  areas  the  effect  of 
which  is  that  all  milk  sold  by  retail  within  the  areas  listed 
must  be  specially  designated  milk,  that  is  Pasteurised  Milk; 
Sterilised  Milk;  T.T.;  or  (until  the  30th  September,  195.4) 
Accredited  Milk  from  a single  herd.  At  present  apart 
from  Orders  affecting  parts  of  Scotland,  only  one  Order 
applies  to  Southern  England.  This  Order  affects  the  London 
and  Portsmouth  areas  and  includes  the  whole  of  Middlesex 
and  parts  of  Hertfordshire.  Early  this  year  the  Minister 
declared  his  intention  of  laying  before  Parliament  another 
Order  bringing  in  such  large  towns  as  Birmingham,  Bristol, 
Bath,  Liverpool  and  Nottingham  for  this  purpose.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  New  Order  should  come  into  operation 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  30th  September,  1952. 

The  relevance  of  this  at  the  present  juncture  is  that  I 
understand  a survey  is  being  conducted  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Urban  District  of  Beaconsfield  should  be  included  in  any 
further  Order  the  Minister  may  make. 

During  the  year  4 samples  of  bottled  milk  in  respect  of 
which  the  special  designation  ‘ ‘ Pasteurised  ' ' was  in  use 
were  collected  from  licensed  distributors  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination,  and  all  proved 
satisfactory. 
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The  following  licences  were  issued : — 

A.  Special  Designation  ''Tuberculin  Tested''  ...  2 

B.  Supplementary  licence  authorising  use  of  special 

designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  ...  1 

C.  Special  Designation  " Pasteurised  " ...  ...  3 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  — Article  20. 
Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  Tuberculous  Milk. 

A sample  of  milk  taken  at  the  dairy-farm  of  a non- 
designated  milk  producer  proved  to  be  positive  for  the  bacilli 
of  Tuberculosis.  Samples  of  milk  involving  18  cows,  were 
taken  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  for  biological  testing.  One  cow  was 
found  to  have  Tuberculosis  of  the  right  hind  quarter  of 
udder.  Tubercle  baccilli  were  found  microscopically.  This 
cow,  a Freisian,  "Bluebell,"  was  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938;  the  samples  of  milk  from  the 
remainder  of  the  herd,  when  submitted  to  biological  examina- 
tion, showed  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

2.  (a)  Meat. 

There  is  no  authorised  slaughterhouse  operating  in  Beacons- 
field  and  apart  from  certain  emergency  slaughtering  at  farms 
or  smallholdings,  home-killed  meat  for  human  consumption 
is  delivered  from  authorised  slaughterhouses  in  adjoining 
districts  in  Buckinghamshire  and  Berkshire. 

(b)  Condemned  Foodstuffs 


Beef  

1 cwt.  31  lbs. 

Turkeys  ... 

86  lbs. 

Ox  Liver  

2 lbs. 

Fish:  Halibut 

14  lbs. 

Haddock  . . . 

lOilbs. 

Plaice 

56  lbs. 

Skate 

56  lbs. 
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(c)  Tinned  Goods 

Meat:  Corned  Beef 

18  lbs 

Ham 

99  lbs.  13  ozs. 

Tongue 

3 lbs. 

Jellied  Veal 

24  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat 

12  lbs. 

Pork 

1 lb.  13  ozs. 

3.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the 

Food,  and  Drugs  Act, 

1938,  have  been  in  operation  since  1950.  They  require  the 
observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices 
in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of 
food  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air.  During  visits  to 
food  premises  attention  is  given  to  the  observance  of  these 
Byelaws. 

4.  Dogs  in  Food  Shops,  Restaurants,  etc. 

A circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  said  that  the  Minister, 
whilst  agreeing  that  in  the  interests  of  hygiene  dogs  should  not 
be  allowed  in  food  shops,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  problem 
was  one  for  voluntary  action  rather  than  prohibitive  legisla- 
tion. He  recommended  that  local  authorities  should  con- 
sider the  advantage  of  encouraging  food  traders  to  display 
a Notice  signed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  requesting 
customers  not  to  bring  dogs  into  the  premises.  The  Council 
decided  to  accept  the  recommendation  and  approved  the 
printing  of  notices  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry  for 
distribution  to  all  Food  Traders  in  the  District. 

5.  Ice  Cream 

In  connection  with  the  Ice-Qream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations,  1947,  frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  premises 
where  ice-cream  is  sold. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  where  ice-cream  is  manu- 
factured, but  there  are  12  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage 
of  ice-cream.  Twelve  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination;  of  these  3 were  in  Grade  IV; 
2 in  Grade  III;  4 in  Grade  H and  3 in  Grade  I of  the  Pro- 
visional Grading  Scheme. 

6.  Food  Poisoning  Notifications 

There  were  no  cases  of  food-poisoning  notified  during  the 
year. 


. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  In- 
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APPENDIX  I 

BOROUGH  OF  SOUTHWARK. 

Public  Anaiyst^s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 

X F.  H.  Button,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.LC., 

Public  Analyst. 

« 

Report  on  the  Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  from  the 
^eaconsfield  Urban  District  Council,  Beaconsfield,  Bucks. 

Sample  of  water  from  tap  in  Holtspur  Garage, 
supplied  by  Marlow  and  District  Water  Company. 


Appearance 


Clear  and  Colourless 


Reaction  (pH)  7.5 

Parts  per  Million 

Free  Chlorine  nil 

Petal  Solids  •. 324 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  15.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  nil 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  4.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  nil 

Gxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  (3  hrs.  @ 98^  F.)  nil 

Hardness,  Temporary  242 

Permanent  25 

Total  267 

Metals  — Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  Not  found 

From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  chemically 
of  high  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 


(Signed)  D.  F.  H.  BUTTON, 

Public  Analyst. 
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APPENDIX  II 

BOROUGH  OF  SOUTHWARK. 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Eoad,  S.E.17. 


D.  F.  H.  Button,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.LC., 

Public  Analyst.  ^ 

Report  on  the  Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  from  the 
Beaconsfield  Urban  District  Council,  Beaconsfield,  Bucks. 

Sample  of  water  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Appearance  Clear  and  Colourless 

Reaction  (pH)  7.1 

Parts  per  Million 

Free  Chlorine  nil 

Total  Solids  324 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  15.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  nil 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  4.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  (3  hrs.  @ 98®  F.)  nil 

Hardness,  Temporary  230 

Permanent  42, 

Total  272, 

Metals  — Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  Not  found 

From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  chemically 
of  high  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 


(Signed)  D.  F.  H.  BUTTON, 

Public  Analyst. 


